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PROTECT CALIFORNIA FORESTS — ASK THESE QUESTIONS WHEN BUYING FIREWOOD

You can help keep California’s forests safe from damaging pests
by asking a few simple questions before buying firewood.

1. Has this firewood been heat treated or cured?
Heat-treated firewood is always preferred as heat treating eliminates live pests which could be
transported in or on firewood. If heat treated firewood is not available, the next best alternative
is firewood that has been cured or seasoned, lowering the risk for some — although not all -
pests.

2. Where was this firewood harvested?
If the firewood has not been heat treated, be sure it was cut locally and don’t move it out of the
area. Firewood that is not heat treated may have pests and diseases that should not be
transported to new locations. If the wood is not from a local source, you should consider finding
a new firewood vendor selling local or heat-treated wood.

3. Am near an area of increased concern for firewood pests?
Various regions in California are infested with invasive tree-killing insects and diseases that are at
high risk for spread via firewood movement, including the goldspotted oak borer, polyphagous
shot hole borer, sudden oak death, and pitch canker. Take the highest level of precaution in
these areas when purchasing firewood by buying heat treated wood, gathering wood on site
when permitted, or, if neither of those options is available, purchase wood very local to the area.
Buy or gather only what you need and burn it completely. Do not bring firewood home with you.

BUY IT WHERE YOU BURN IT!

Thank you for your interest in protecting California’s trees
For more information, please visit these sites, or contact:
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